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Dear HGP Community,

During the recent cold snap that 
reminded us all what winter is all about,
students were spending extra time at the
end of the lunch period in the locker
room, delaying going outside because it
was so bitter cold.  It was a little hectic,
but the students were finding ways to 
occupy themselves in a positive manner.
There were cell-phone-surfers, mp3-listen-
ers, and some good, old fashioned talkers.
I often found myself weav-
ing my way between groups
of students, observing the
wonder of the latest social
interactions.

A group of students were
sitting on one of the
benches in the middle of
the room, talking “guy
stuff” when one of them
said to me, “You’re like a 
father to me.” I wasn't sure
I heard correctly, so I joked,
“If your father looks like
me – I feel really sorry for the poor 
guy”.  The student replied, “No, I didn’t
say you look like my father; I said I am
lucky that you are like a father to me.”
You could tell he meant it by his emphasis.
I was speechless.

People ask me if I like working in a high
school filled with teenage boys – of course,
I do, but it's not really a matter of liking.
For me, it's a matter of needing to be here.
It reminds me why I became a Spiritan
priest.  When I was a student at Holy
Ghost, it was people like Fr. Brown, Fr.

Curtin, Fr. Hanley, and Fr. Meenan who
embodied the spirit of HGP for me at that
time, and who I looked to for inspiration.
Now, it is the current students who 
remind me what HGP is all about and
who inspire me to do everything I can to
make Holy Ghost such a great place to be.
Witnessing the growth and transforma-
tion that takes place during a student’s
brief four years is always a source of
amazement for me.  Watching them get

involved in the life of the school and 
become more confident young men is a
fascinating thing to witness.  The pride
that they take in their school and the
strong sense of belonging they have is a
tremendous testament to the sense of
community which is rooted in one heart
and one soul.

As I look back on my eleven years as
President of HGP, I am grateful for the
opportunity to be part of such a great
community that has prepared and formed
young men in the Spiritan tradition.  I am

proud of our commitment to service
which has expanded to include local, 
national and international outreach efforts
for people in need.  The mission trips to
the Dominican Republic and Tanzania
have connected the school with the global
Spiritan mission and have hopefully 
impacted the way students see themselves
and approach their studies.  The academic
program continues to get stronger through
the dedication and commitment of our

talented faculty and the
hard work of our very
bright students.  

As I prepare to pass the
baton to a new president
this summer, it will be 
difficult to leave the always
exciting activities and
events that make up the
daily routine on campus,
but I look forward to 
continuing my support of
the school as an active
alumnus and as a member
of the Board of Trustees.

The greatest is yet to come, and I am 
confident that the next era in Holy Ghost
Prep’s storied history will be bright and
full of great promise.

With One Heart and One Mind,

Rev. Jeffrey Duaime, C.S.Sp. ’76       
President
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A Message 

from the President

P r e s i d e n t ’ s  M e s s a g e
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s c h o o l  n e w s

A group of alumni, along with their respective family members, pose after spending a Saturday 
afternoon volunteering at Philabundance, a food pantry in South Philadelphia, last November as
part of an Alumni Service Day opportunity.  “We were there to show our commitment to serving our
broader community – which was part of the values instilled in all of us at HGP while we were students,”
said Ken Lorence, one of the alumni volunteers. “There was a great showing of different years that 
emphasizes that service is at the core of an HGP education.”

Re

union ’13 Weekend

SAVE THE DATE!
June 1 & 3, 2013

J U N E  1 S T

Reunion Cocktail Reception 
25th Reunion Dinner for Class of 1988

J U N E  3 R D

Scholarship Golf Outing

For more information or to register online, 
visit www.holyghostprep.org and click on 

SUPPORT HGP where you will find 
Scholarship Golf Outing and Reunion

reconnect

laugh sharereminisce
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WE ARE H  
his chant – which rings out at so many hockey, soccer
and basketball games – is a familiar one to students

and alumni.  It embodies the spirit of HGP.  Holy Ghost
Prep is a special place.  It can perhaps be summed up in one
word – community.   Comprised of just over 4,000 members,
HGP’s alumni community – full of tradition and based on
support for one another – is a tight-knit group of men who
continue to share a unique experience and bond.

Yet, support from alumni for the school itself is not as
strong as one might expect. Alumni participation in giving
annually to HGP is just at 10% – and that is up from the
past several years!  

With a desire to strengthen and broaden annual alumni
support for HGP, three generous alumni have come 
together to create a matching gift challenge for each of the
next three fiscal years.  Collectively, they are sponsoring
this challenge up to a total of $75,000 each year of the 
program. This is a tremendous opportunity for our school.

In this first year, the Alumni challenge is designed to
entice and secure first-time alumni donors, as well as
renew support from previous alumni donors who haven’t
made an annual gift in the last two years or more. The
goal of these matching gift criteria is to help boost the 
relatively low participation rate of HGP Alumni giving.

Share the quest for academic excellence by giving today.
Your donation will impact many future generations of young
men. No amount is too small – give today!
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Annual Fund Giving

$151,720

Total Contributions = Giving from Alumni =

FAST FACTS…
� Over the past 4 years, Annual Fund giving is up

61%—totaling $243,612 in FY12. Way to go!

� Of that total, 43.2% are donations from Alumni!
Keep it coming! 

� Young alumni, don't let the old guys win – give

a little something! It’s tax deductible and it makes 

you feel good about giving back to the school that

GAVE YOU so much!

To make a gift or for more information, please contact the 
Office of Institutional Advancement at 215-639-2102 x203 or visit
us online at www.holyghostprep.org and click SUPPORT HGP.

$50,100

$245,120

$72,291

$243,612

$105,410

$203,000

$72,525

T
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 HOLY GHOST!
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DID YOU KNOW?
Tuition does not cover the entire operating
budget for the school year. Holy Ghost Prep 

relies on generous support from its alumni, 

parents and friends to help provide the 

necessary resources our faculty and students

need annually.

The national average for prep school 

participation rates of alumni giving is about

17%.  The participation rate of Holy Ghost Prep

alumni giving has increased over the last
two years from about 6% to about 10%.
This is a big step forward but there is a lot of

room for growth!

Your donations are tax deductible and many

companies match individual gifts to HGP.

You can direct your annual gift to support 
specific areas at HGP such as Athletics,

Forensics, or the Arts.
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The Holy Ghost Golf Team won its 16th
consecutive Bicentennial Athletic League
title, going undefeated in the league and 
finishing with an overall record of 15-2. As
a team, the Firebirds came in second place at
the District 1 tournament.

Individually, the 10-player team had
some tremendous accomplishments. At the
Bicentennial League Championship/District
I Qualifying Tournament, sophomore Reilly
Erhardt won the individual championship,
while 5 other Firebirds – Justin Conway,
Hank Kovalcik, Colin Connor, Drew Petri
and Steve Cerbara – all qualified for the 
District I Tournament. At the District I
tournament, freshman Steve Cerbara became
the first golfer from HGP to be crowned the
individual champion and Reilly Erhardt
came in third place, allowing both players to

qualify for the PIAA
Eastern Regional Tour-
nament. Both Erhardt
and Cerbara continued
their successes at the 
regional tournament,
where each player quali-
fied for the PIAA State
Golf championships.

This was a tremen-
dous season for HGP
golf. After the graduating
two very accomplished
players, the 2012-2013
team had many players step up and play golf
at a high level. The Bicentennial Athletic
League recognized the abilities of these 
players with the all-league selections. Reilly
Erhardt was Player of the Year, Steve 

Cerbara and Justin Conway were first team
selections, Hank Kovalcik and Regan 
Erhardt were second team selections, while
John Malin and Colin Connor were voted
honorable mention.

The HGP Cross Country team won its 17th
consecutive Bicentennial League Athletic
League (BAL) Championship this past fall – as
well as finishing once more with a Top 10 state
ranking.

The 30-member team had a perfect 12 – 0
dual meet record in BAL and was the PIAA
District I AA runner-up.  As well, Juniors
Daniel Connell and Christian Kardish finished
the season as individual State Qualifiers, and
both received Honorable Mention for the
Bucks County Courier Times All-Area Team.

“It was an odd season for our team, one
filled with overconfidence for the team as a
whole and yet filled with a lack of self-confi-
dence for our inexperienced varsity scorers,”
said Coach Mike Meistering.  “The team won
their 17th consecutive BAL Cross Country

Championship, but suffered a crushing defeat
in the district to Pottsgrove. With most athletes
returning, the challenge to compete for the 
district title remains our goal.”

a t h l e t i c s
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Fall Sports 

Soar to Success
g o l f

c r o s s  c o u n t r y
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The 2012 Varsity Soccer Team finished its
season with a 16-5-1 record, earning its third
straight BAL Championship and its second
straight District 1 Title – making it all the
way into the quarterfinal round of the state
tournament.  As well, 2012 Southeastern

Pennsylvania Coach of the Year Ken Lawson
(’92) lead his squad to some impressive 
rankings during the season – the Firebird
garnered the top ranking in both the
Philadelphia Inquirer Top 10 and the Bucks
County Courier Times Top 5.  

On the field, the team was captained by
seniors Trey Grupp, Colin O’Neil, Ryan
Roth, Cass DiYeso, and Junior Tim French.

“The season we had this past year was
one of the most memorable experiences I’ve
had while at Holy Ghost,” said French.  “It
was filled with so much determination, hard
work and success.”

7H G P  N E W S ,  S P R I N G  2 0 1 3

Beautiful images from the Kettleberger 
family’s Antigua vacation, which they won 

at the 2012 F.E.S.T.! 

21st Annual Firebird Auction
F. E. S. T.

Save the Date!

FR I D AY,  A P R I L  2 6  
PEN RYN MANSION IN THE BELLE VOIR MANOR

Silent Auction       Live Auction         Raffles
Wine Arbor         Sit Down Dinner & Spirits

Come out and support HGP’s largest 
special event fundraiser of the year! 

Register and pay online at auction.holyghostprep.org.

Friends Enriching Spiritan Tradition

s o c c e r

HGP-Spring 2013 Newsletter REV_Layout 1  3/5/13  3:41 PM  Page 7



8

a t h l e t i c s  h a l l  o f  f a M e

ince the summer of 1992, there
has been one man behind every

team and every season of HGP athletic
success.  And this past January, that man
found himself the recipient of the school’s
highest athletic honor.

James Stewart, Holy Ghost’s Athletic
Director for over 20 years, was among the
eleven inductees of HGP’s
Athletic Hall of Fame Class of
2012.  The ceremony – the 20th
of its kind – took place at the
Maltese Room in Bensalem,
with Stewart pulling double-
duty as both an honoree and
the evening’s emcee.

“I find more joy with seeing
kids maximize their abilities
and overachieve, which adds
significance to their season,
even if winning a championship
is not in the cards,” Stewart
said.

This focus on developing the
character of Holy Ghost’s 
student-athletes – as opposed
to pushing merely for championships each
season – has been a hallmark of Stewart’s
tenure as Athletic Director.

That isn’t to say that HGP Athletics
hasn’t seen its fair share of on-the-field
success, of course, under Stewart’s watch.
Both the Soccer and Tennis teams have
brought home State Championships (the
former adding three Eastern State, nine
District and 19 League Championships to
its resume), the Cross-Country Team has
amassed two District and 19 League
championships, Track & Field has run

away with 19 League Championships,
Golf has garnered four District and 16
League Championships, Basketball has
brought home two Eastern State, five 
District and 15 League Championships,
Baseball has belted one District and 15
League Championships, Lacrosse has net-
ted three Northeast League and one BAL

titles, and Hockey has scored two Flyers
Cups and five League Championships. As
well, HGP has produced a plethora of
Firebirds who have gone on to play for 

Division I schools at the collegiate level –
in sports as varied from diving to baseball.

Still, though, Stewart has always seen
the delicate balance that needs to be struck
between producing great and successful
teams, while still maximizing the personal
experience for each unique athlete.  While
a student’s focusing solely on one sport, at

the cost of all others, can be
beneficial to that athlete’s
team, it may not, in Stewart’s
mind, always be in the best,
long-term interest of the 
student.

“The age of specialization
has made this challenging for
us at times.  It’s important for
young people to stay fresh and
keep sports fun,” Stewart said.
“Specialization can burn out a
young person’s love for the
game.”

How has Stewart combated
this over the years?  By creating
an athletic atmosphere which
encourages the student-

athletes to “enjoy each and every moment”
and, in the words of author Craig Hillier,
to “focus on the ‘significant season’ rather
than the ‘winning season.’”

“I still believe that it is in the best 
interest of the student athlete to partici-
pate in the sports that he enjoys.  Playing
a sport for your school is something that
creates life-long camaraderie and 
memories,” Stewart said.

Stewart has endeavored to create 
off-the-field memories for HGP’s 
student-athletes, as well, teaching them

Athletic DirectorJim Stewart Inducted
S

“I find more joy with seeing
kids maximize their abilities
and overachieve, which adds
significance to their season,
even if winning a champi-
onship is not in the cards,”
Stewart said.
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the true meaning of leadership by encour-
aging their involvement in a variety of 
sports-based charitable organizations.
Over the years, Stewart has been the 
driving force behind the school’s involve-
ment in the annual CARES walk, which
has literally brought in tens of thousands
of dollars in donations for Coaches Vs.
Cancer.  And, more recently, Stewart has

had HGP teams work with Athletes
Helping Athletes, an organization
which connects local special needs 
athletes with their mainstream 
counterparts in the spirit of friendship
for the benefit of both.

In addition to minding the heart of
HGP Athletics, Stewart has also over-
seen the development of its body, so to
speak, in the expansion of the school’s

athletic facilities.  Since the late 1990s, the
school has seen the construction of the
John V. Mundy track, a lacrosse and soccer
field, a state of the art weight and fitness
room, and an athletic trainer’s office, as
well as the renovation of the Chapman
Arena for basketball, and fields for the JV
lacrosse, soccer and baseball teams.

With an eye to the future, though, 
Stewart still hopes to expand facilities more.

“If a Genie were to appear, I would ask
for eight tennis courts, a pool, a bowling
alley, two turf fields and a football team.
This way, all but one of our programs
could be on campus,” he said.  “Sorry Golf
Team, but I don’t see the land here for an
18-hole course.”

Golf courses and bowling alleys aside,
though, Stewart has one other plan to
guarantee success for the student-
athletes of Holy Ghost in the years to
come.

“My long term hope is that students,
parents and coaches focus on keeping 
athletics fun,” he said.  “I look forward to
many more seasons of significance and
events that bring our community together.
Whenever this happens – in the words our
students love to chant at games – ‘I believe
that we have won.’”

2013 Hall of Fame Inductees

The 2012 inductees to Holy Ghost’s Athletic Hall of Fame were inducted earlier this year at the Maltese Room 
in Bensalem. From left:  Eric Holt ’03, Bryant Smith ’99, Brendan Flynn ’00, Nick Balara ’04, Thomas Finnegan, 
Rich Petroni ’02, Mark Naples ’80, Mike Snyder ’97, Jack Shouldis ’89, Paul Worthington ’04, and James Stewart.

Stewart has overseen several charitable 
and spiritual endeavours in addition 
to running HGP’s Athletic Program.

HGP-Spring 2013 Newsletter REV_Layout 1  3/5/13  3:41 PM  Page 9



10

a l u M n i  n e w s

1963
Gerald Mealey will be celebrating his
Holy Ghost Prep 50th Reunion this year.
He currently lives in Tarzana, CA.

Thomas Flynn was recognized on March
8 by the Mariners Advisory Committee
for the Delaware Bay and River.  He was
presented a plaque with the following 
inscribed: The Mariners Advisory 
Committee recognizes LCDR Thomas W.
Flynn (Ret.) for his dedication to safe 
navigation on the Delaware Bay and River
and his support of the MAC's mission.

1964
Fr. Chris Promis is the Director of the 
Retreat Center and Operations Manager
for the assisted living residence for Spiritans
at the Spiritan center in Bethel Park, PA.

1967

After serving four years as an officer in the
United States Army dental corps, Dr.
Nicholas Kenney entered private practice
in Springfield, OR, in 1979. Dr. Kenney
then practiced dentistry in the same office
location for 33 years. He recently sold his
practice and retired.  He is looking forward
to spending more time traveling with his
wife of 30 years, Michelle, and fly fishing
and bird hunting with his English setters.

1982
Dave Larkin lives in Haddonfield, NJ.
Dave works for Toll Brothers.

1984
Paul Preston is a Territory sales manager
for Genuine Parts Company. He lives in
Berwick, PA with his wife Karen and their
4 adopted children, 2 boys and 2 girls. 

1985
Steve Bogle and his wife Shelly have 
relocated (again) to the Pittsburgh, PA,
area. Steve works for US Steel. They have
2 children, Lillyanna and Graham.

1987
Sean Simon is now living in Feasterville, PA.

1989
Kevin Rudy is an RN at Einstein Hospital.
He and his wife, Cristin, live in Red Hill, PA.

Judson Marte and his wife, Michelle, live
in Wynantskill, NY. Judson is a Manager
for GE Global research.

1992
Brian McKeogh is a Deputy Sheriff for
the Bucks County Sheriff ’s Office. He and
his wife, Natalie, live in Hilltown, PA with
their 3 boys, Grayson, Colton and Ashton.

1995
Joe Van Osten and his wife, Cathleen, live
in Philadelphia, PA. Joe is a Casualty
Manager for Infinity Insurance Co.

Michael Vanni and his family recently 
relocated from Southern California to
Charlotte, NC.  Michael and his wife,
Kara, have three children - Thomas
Michael (7), Ella Catherine (4), and 
Charlotte Elizabeth (3). Their son,
Thomas, was recently declared a survivor
after being diagnosed with leukemia when
he was two years old.  Michael has been
with Bank of America for eight years
where he is a Senior Vice President and
Risk Management Executive.

Josh Saltzman is now Vice President,
Global government Affairs for Airlines for
America in Washington, DC.

1996
Vincent Simonetti is assigned as the First
Sergeant of Headquarters and Headquar-
ters Company, 1st Battalion 87th Infantry
Regiment of the 10th Mountain Division
of the US Army. Vince is currently serving
in Ghazni Province in Eastern
Afghanistan. He and his wife, Lisa, reside
in Lowville, NY.

1997
Henry Bernacki and his wife, Anne, live
in Cranberry Township, PA. Henry is a
AVP Wealth Advisor for MSSB.

1998
Dr. Richard Skirpan is now Director of
Choral and sacred music for St. Thomas
Moore Academy in Raleigh, NC.

Gerard McGeever is Vice President of
Marketing for Freedom Credit Union in
Warminster, PA.

1999
Jack McDermott and his wife, Christine,
live in Haddonfield, NJ. Jack is an 
Attorney for Archer & Greiner, P.C.

Vince D’Andrea is the Vice Principal of
Student Services at School Lane charter
School. He was married to Lori Viggiano
on July 21st of 2012. They are living in
Bensalem, PA.

Shaun Hegarty has been living in Toledo,
OH, for 6 years with his wife, Sara, 
daughter Leah and a second child born in
August. Shaun joined 13ABC Action
News (WTVG) and serves as an 
Investigative Reporter.

2000
Jim Britt lives in Pittsburgh, PA, and is the
Manager of Team services for the 
Pittsburgh Penguins of the NHL.

Christopher Gentile is the Undergradu-
ate Coordinator of the Biology Depart-
ment at the University of Pennsylvania.
Chris and his wife, Amanda, recently 
welcomed their third daughter, Daisy 
Evelyn, in November.  She joins sisters
Lily and Violet. The Gentile’s currently
live in Cheltenham, PA.

2001
Joe Zagacki is living in Philadelphia, PA.

John Carroll received his Master of Fine Arts
degree from American University in May.

What’s Happening with our Alumni
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Sean Tierney accepted a position in
Duquesne University’s Department of
Mathematics and Computer Science as a
full-time Faculty member specializing in 
Statistical Methods.

2002
Nick McGovern and his wife welcomed
their first child, Luke Nicholas, on 
December 6th, 2012. They are living in
Levittown, PA. 

Rick Esche was recently married on July 16,
2011. Rick graduated with his M.Ed. from
Eastern University in May, 2011. He taught
at Mariana Bracetti Academy Charter
School in Kensington, Philadelphia from
2009 to 2011. This past fall he began teach-
ing Secondary Health and PE at Collegium
Charter School in Exton, PA.  Rick and his
wife bought a home in East Fallowfield, PA
in February.

2003
Keith Krouchick currently teaches NROTC
at University of North Carolina Chapel Hill. 

2004
Edward (Ted) Reilly is an Enforcement 
Attorney. Ed works in Washington, DC with
Supervision, Enforcement, Fair Lending &
Equal Opportunity.

2005

Andrew Wakelee is in his third year teaching
Social Studies at the World Communication
Charter School in Philadelphia, PA. He was
recently engaged to a Nazareth Alumnae he
met at a Holy Ghost play.

2006

Connor Winther is living in Philadelphia,
PA, and working for Wolters Kluwer Health
in Commercial Reprint Sales.

Matt Tretter is living in Philadelphia, PA,
and working for Vanguard. 

Michael Etemand recently relocated to
Naples, FL.

Matt Deihl is a Pharmicist, PharmD, RPh
and lives in Baltimore, MD. He was 
recently promoted to Pharmacy Manager at
CVS in Reisterstown, MD.

2007

Greg D’Antonio moved back to the
Philadelphia area in August. He is now 
living in Yardley, PA.

Nicholas McKee is a Second Lieutenant
with the PA Army national Guard HTT 
1-104 CAV. Nick is currently deployed to
Kuwait.

2008
Colin Rementer is living in Los Angeles,
CA. Colin is attending UCLA  and pursuing
a PhD in Chemical & Biomolecular 
Engineering.

Drew Callaghan is living in Virginia Beach,
VA. Drew currently works for ACOSTA
Sales in Norfolk, VA.

Matt Gibson graduated from Moravian
College with a B.S. in Chemistry. He is a 
Science Technician for the Philadelphia
Water Department at the Queen lane Water
treatment Plant. Matt is living in 
Philadelphia, PA.

  

Manufacturers’ golf and country club        Monday, June 3, 2013

Tournament Schedule
10 am – 11 am

Registration & Use of Driving Range 

11 am – 12 pm
Buffet Lunch

12:15 pm
Shotgun Start (soft spikes only)

5:30 pm
Cocktail Reception followed by Dinner and Awards

BENEFITING THE SPIRITAN SCHOLARS PROGRAM 

Register online at www.holyghostprep.org and click on 
SUPPORT HGP where you will find Scholarship Golf Outing

Follow us on Like us on Join the HGP Alumni
Group on
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March 6: New York City Alumni reception
March 21: Philadelphia Alumni Networking Night 

at Torresdale Frankford Country Club
April 11: Washington, DC area Alumni Reception hosted

by Jeffrey '66 and Mary Petrino
April 18–21: School Play
April 26: 21st Annual F.E.S.T Auction at 

Pen Ryn Mansion in the Belle Voir Manor
April 29: Fine Arts Festival
May 5: Fathers’ Association Communion Breakfast
May 18: Fathers’ Association Phillies Game and 

Tailgating event

June 1: Reunion Reception celebrating the classes of 1963,
1968, 1973, 1978, 1983, 1988, 1993, 1998, 2003, 2008

June 3: Ninth Annual Scholarship Golf Outing at 
Manufacturers’ Golf and Country Club

coming soon this summer and fall:

July 20: 4th Annual Shore Reunion at La Costa, 
Sea Isle City, NJ

August 16: Alumni Fun Run 

September 7–8: Homecoming BBQ and Red Mass

October 11: Firebird Classic Alumni Golf Outing at 
Torresdale Frankford Country Club

SAVE THE DATE!

2013 events schedule

For more information or to register for any event, 
please visit the Holy Ghost Prep website at www.holyghostprep.org and click on Support HGP.
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