September 2008
Dear Parents,

Our academic year is off to a good start.  134 young men have joined us as the Class of 2012 and they promise to be another special group which will write new chapters of HGP history.  Let me also bring you up to date on some school news.

Changes

Mr. Michael Culnan ’95, an honors graduate of Fordham University, has joined our faculty as Assistant Librarian, Teacher of English and Assistant Forensics Coach.  Mike brings nearly a decade of teaching experience at Jenkintown and Conwell-Egan High Schools.  Mr. Thomas Murtaugh, an honors graduate of the University of Scranton and a recent Fulbright Scholar in Korea, joined our Social Studies Department this August.  A Scranton native, Tom has been active in community service throughout the U. S. as well as abroad.  Please join us in welcoming Mike and Tom to HGP.

Also new is the HGP website, which premiered on the same day as the Class of 2012.  In coming months, look for enhanced features and information on the site.  One noted change is in our on-line calendar which replaces the (paper) monthly calendar that came with monthly mailings and allows multiple views of HGP events and up-to-the minute changes.  Thanks go to Mr. Jeff Danilak, Mr. Michael Jacobs, and Mr. Michael Meistering for their work on the new web site.  As always, your comments and suggestions are welcomed!

Three Special Events

Thursday, September 19 is Back-to-School Night.  The evening will provide an opportunity for you to meet with your son’s teachers, counselors and administrators.  Please report to your son’s first period class by 6:55 PM.  The program begins promptly at 7:00 PM and parents will follow an abbreviated school day schedule.  A copy of your son’s schedule is enclosed, along with a campus map for our newcomers!

On Friday, September 26, we will again have a special schedule at the school, with activities designed to strengthen our sense of community and general academic skills.  That day, freshmen will have Academic Orientation, part II; sophomores and fathers will perform community service; juniors will do SAT prep, career inventory and hear HGP alums; and seniors will either participate in the off-campus retreat or visit colleges.
Wednesday, October 24 will be this year’s Junior Ring Mass. 

Parent Education Series

Thanks to the Mothers’ Guild and Fathers’ Association, the Risky Business Group and our Guidance Department, we will once again offer high-quality and engaging speakers on topics of concern to parents and their sons.  We will have three evenings of presentations, in November, in February, and in March, as indicated on the attached brochure.  Each of the evenings focuses on a different yet central topic regarding school, parent, and student communication: taking responsibility, decision-making, and legal and practical backgrounds.

To encourage fuller communication and better judgments on the part of our young men, we will continue a practice common in many independent schools who take these issues seriously.   In order for a student to be able to attend either the junior or senior prom on April 11, at least one parent must attend at least one of the Parent Education and Communication nights.  While we hope that parents attend as many as feasible, we believe that the speakers and topics are of high quality and important enough to warrant this level of participation.  We invite you to join us in partnership with the school as part of a continuing dialogue on these issues. For each of the sessions, there will be a corresponding presentation during the day for students.  Through this series, we aim to promote conversation between parents and students on the entire range of topics involved with promoting good decisions and avoiding risky behaviors.
On behalf of the faculty and administration at Holy Ghost Prep, thank you once again for all of your assistance and cooperation.  Please let us know of both your concern and interests on behalf of your sons.

In One Heart and One Mind,
Michael A. O’Toole

Principal

BACK TO SCHOOL NIGHT AGENDA

Thursday, September 18, 2008
6:55 PM


Prayer and Announcements

7:00



First Period “A” Day

7:15



Second Period “A” Day

7:30



Fourth Period “A” Day

7:45



Fifth Period “A” Day

8:00



Sixth, Seventh, Eighth Period “A” Day (Exclude Lunch)

8:15



Ninth Period “A” Day

8:30



Tenth Period “A” Day

8:45



“A” Day Drop Period (“B” Day Period 1)






Thank you for coming!

Please note the following:

· Throughout the night, light refreshments will be available in the cafeteria courtesy of the Mothers’ Guild.  Please take advantage of these refreshments during your son’s study.

· Each class begins on time and ends approximately three minutes before the start of the next period.

· Guidance courses meet only one day per cycle.  Guidance Counselors will be available in Room C203, so that all parents will have a chance to meet and talk with them, not just those who have that particular co-curricular on “A” Day.

· There is no Break period.  Move directly from second period to fourth period.

· Room numbers of your son’s classes are listed below each teacher’s name on “A” Day of your son’s class schedule.

