July 2008

Dear Returning HGP Parents and Students:

Welcome back for the 2008-2009 academic year!    We hope the summer is going well and that you are ready for this mid-summer news: the first school day for the entire student body is Tuesday, August 26.  Students report to the Fieldhouse at 8:00 AM that day.
The 2008-2009 academic year brings a number of changes to the campus and beyond. 
New Titles and New Responsibilities

Some key positions at HGP will have new people and new titles.  Mr. Jeffrey Danilak is our new         Dean of Studies.  The Office of Dean of Studies will incorporate most of the responsibilities previously held by Mr. Michael Meistering, including the crucial school tasks of scheduling, rostering, and grade reporting. A ten-year HGP veteran, Mr. Danilak has been most recently the chair of the English Department. Mr. Meistering stepped down this past July from his administrative position after more than a dozen years, but, fortunately for all of us, will continue to teach computer science and will also manage our website. Mr. Anthony Chapman will continue his responsibilities for discipline and general student behavior with a new title: Dean of Students.  I know you will join with me and the entire faculty in welcoming these HGP pros to new and/or newly titled positions.  Thanks also to Mr. Meistering for his diligence as the keeper of schedules and lists and for his continuing dedication to Holy Ghost Prep.
Physical Changes

Some physical changes you will notice right away.  The Route 13 entrance for Cornwells Hall will now have a buzz-in system controlled from the school office.  Following the advice of our Campus Safety and Security Team, we have also implemented an external system of monitors (cameras) for all of the areas outside of the campus buildings.  
Inside the campus buildings, we have 50 new workstations (Core 2 Quad) for instructional use. We are also doubling our internet bandwidth with the addition of a second T-1 line.  Our tech updates also include SMART technology in the Sager Conference Room and in math and English classrooms. Thanks to Network Supervisor Mike Jacobs for all of these upgrades.
Continuing renovations to our historic Cornwells Building this summer include a new look for the second floor and a substantial refurbishing of our Music Room.  Thanks to our dedicated maintenance staff under Rich Malley for all of this good work.
In This Mailing: A New Student Handbook & More

This mailing also contains a newly combined Student Handbook, Faculty and Staff Directory, and Student Directory which contains a list of students by grade level.  The directories are for the exclusive use of the HGP community.
There is now a direct extension for reporting student absences: 215-639-2102, ext 300.  Using this number and extension should save everyone time during the busy morning hours before school.

Please review the Student Handbook carefully. The Handbook contains the philosophy, mission, and rules by which our community is governed.  Please note that the first inside page of the Student Handbook is the Statement of Understanding, which must be returned prior to every student’s continued attendance at Holy Ghost Prep.  Per advice of our legal counsel, we are required to obtain a newly signed Statement of Understanding for each year in which your son is enrolled.  All students must return this form, signed and dated, by Friday, August 15, 2008.

   This mailing also contains information and forms which are detailed on the summary list.
Our forms, schedules and lists keep us all on track, but we know that it is the ongoing cooperation, trust, support and respect of HGP students and parents that makes this the truly special community that it has become and is becoming.  

Thank you for entrusting your sons to our care.  We anticipate a great year!

In one heart and one mind,

Michael A. O’Toole

Principal

Enclosures 

