
Junior Primary Source Summer Reading - 2015 

Using the following links, read the following primary sources prior to the start of classes in 

August 2015. Prepare answers to the accompanying questions on a new document and “save” 

them, ready for upload to your specific teacher’s Schoology class and as per his instructions.  In 

addition to the questions relating to each document, there is a thematic analysis that you must 

answer that corresponds to all the documents. 

 

Theme 1 - Discrimination: 

 

Las Casas - Short Account of Destruction of the Indies 

 

Questions: 

1. Use evidence from the article and from further research, if needed, to support the 

statement that Bartolome de las Casas “lost the battle, but won the war.” Think about other 

situations in American History that support this. 

2. Placing yourself within the context of that time, where would you have stood on the 

question of how natives in the Americas should be treated? 

3. What was the encomienda system? 

4. Do some further research to define or describe “The Black Legend” as it pertains to the 

Spanish and Native Americans. Define this in 2-3 sentences.  

 

 

Olaudah Equiano - The Interesting Narrative of the Life 

 

Questions:  

1. How does Equiano describe African life?  Why do you think he did so? 

2. What elements of slavery does he seem to think will most outrage his readers? 

3. What emotions does Equiano experience during his journey? 

4. How reliable do you think Equiano’s account of slavery is?   

 

 

Examination of Anne Hutchinson 

 

Questions: 

1.   Why was Hutchinson's "immediate revelation" subversive? 

2.   Was this court “stacked” against Hutchinson? Was there any way Hutchinson  could have 

won? Defend your answers in 3-5 sentences.  

3.   What evidence of sexism can you find in this document? 

 

Theme 2 - Work/Labor 

 

Indentured Contract of Richard Lowther 

https://drive.google.com/a/holyghostprep.org/file/d/0B9JFS2oou6NFUElsTlhTa2l0YVk/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9JFS2oou6NFTTVlVnRJRG56R1U/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9JFS2oou6NFeXVMRGg4cUk2Y0E/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9JFS2oou6NFbTJEdEtPTGU5YkU/view?usp=sharing
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Questions: 

1.   What is the length of this contract? 

2.    For what kind of labor is Richard responsible? 

3.     What is Edward required to give Richard upon the completion of his contract? 

4.     Based on the selection, how would you describe the experience of indentured servitude? 

5.     What relationship between planters and indentured servants do you conclude from the 

document? 

 

 

Journey to Pennsylvania 

 

Questions:  

1.  Give three reasons why people would agree to leave their homes in Europe to work in 

Pennsylvania? 

2. What service did a person have to perform to pay for the passage from Europe to 

Pennsylvania? 

3.  Why did the author write this pamphlet? 

4.  How did he describe life in Pennsylvania for the German immigrant? 

5.  How was the agreement the German worker had to make to pay for his passage different 

from that of the indentured servant, Richard Lowther, in Virginia?  

 

 

Captain John Smith - The General Historie 

 

Questions: 

l.  Using at least two specific examples from the document, how did each group, native and 

newcomer, act toward the other?  What impact did that have on the colonists' settlement? 

2. What kind of work did Smith have the men do? Were they productive? 

3.  What undermined Smith's efforts to secure and stabilize the colony? 

 

Thematic Analysis: 

 

Upon reviewing all six primary sources, analyze 2 additional themes of your choosing other than 

discrimination and work and use specific evidence from the documents to support your analysis. 

(Minimum 2 paragraphs )  

https://drive.google.com/a/holyghostprep.org/file/d/0B9JFS2oou6NFdURIV1JwRFREeFE/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B9JFS2oou6NFXzZzTUliXzlWejA/view?usp=sharing

