
Jamestown Information 2015 
 

Living With A Purpose: 

 Full disclosure:  I am not a parent.  I do not make my living off of ice hockey.  While I care if we win and lose games, I do not 

depend on our success for the sustaining of my professional or personal career.  I get enormous personal satisfaction from 

the success of our players – when they are playing hockey – when they graduate from college – when they start cool 

careers – and when they become dads.  I am blessed to know our players from NHL dreams to adult league reality and at 

the many steps in-between.  I see ice hockey for what it is:  a path.  For some the path stays on frozen water for a while 

longer – and for most the path winds and turns around the ice instead.  What has never changed – no matter the gossip, 

fear or hype - is that the path is the path...and if you are destined to keep playing, you will keep playing. 

 This is not an ice hockey trip.  Our players take more than enough of these already. Travel and tournaments are the norm 

in sports today, but as most players will tell you, this trip, for us, has taken on a life of its own.  It is important because it 

reminds us what is unique about our shared time together.  There is a place in the world for fun.  There is a place in the 

world for being a kid.  There is a place in the world for putting value in friendship and time spent together.  No matter how 

loudly some folks beat the drum that education, camaraderie and school hockey don’t matter – they still exist – and they 

exist because they are good and meaningful.  This team trip and retreat is about one thing:  living the values that our 

community shares and providing a space and time to live them.    

 I realize that not everyone will be able to go – and I would like to offer the opportunity to some of the younger players on 

the JV team.  Do not assume I know either way.  Remind me.  We will need to know if you are going or not going no later 

than Wednesday, November 18
th

.  No one will take your decision personally – but logistically we need to know. 

Itinerary: 

Depart:  Thursday, December 3 – 8:30am from Gym Parking Lot 

Friday, December 4: 

Morning: Rise and Shine, Breakfast, Lunch, Depart for Game   

Game 1: TBD; Postgame: Out for Dinner, Return to House 

Saturday, December 5:   

Rise and Shine, Breakfast Depart for Game 

Game 2: & - Game 3: - Postgame: Dinner  

Sunday, Dec 6:   

Semi-Finals and Finals (9:00am, 1:30pm) 

Return:  Sunday, December 6, 2015 – TBD 

 

Information for Travelers and Their Parents: 

 Parent permission forms and class release forms must be completed prior to leaving on December 3.  They will be 

distributed to the players on Monday, November 23
rd

. 

 Players are required to take the bus to and from the tournament, and remain with the team for the entirety of the trip. 

Food Information: 

 We will dine together for all meals.  Players will be responsible (PR) for all meals that are not at our house.  These tend to 

be at places like Applebee’s. 

i. Thursday: Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner will be on the road.  Locations are the obvious highway type places 

and are the players’ responsibility (PR). 

ii. Friday: Breakfast/Lunch in the house.  Dinner, out (PR). 

iii. Saturday: Breakfast/Lunch out.  Dinner, out (PR). 

iv. Sunday: TBD.  Lunch/Dinner, TBA.  Meals on the way home (PR).  



Particulars – What to Bring – What Not to Bring – Etc.: 

 Decorum is defined as the usual school rules.  They all apply. Any transgression will result in immediate referral to Mr. 

Chapman, a phone call home and in extreme cases, the instantaneous need for parents to come get the player.  Sure, taking 

risks is a normal part of teenage social development.  In this situation, it will also be part of potential expulsion proceedings.  

So skip the risks.   

 For even further, more complete clarification: No alcohol, illegal drugs or tobacco products.  

 Dress for house/hotel time is ultra casual.  Shirts and ties are necessary for games/to and from the rink.  Players can come 

to school dressed-down on Thursday, December 3 in anticipation of the bus ride.  I offer some sage advice here: know what 

you have packed.  For those who simply grab the bag that mom packed; first look at yourself in the mirror and ask 

“shouldn’t I have done this myself?” and then take some time to familiarize yourself with your particulars.  The last thing 

we want to have happen is arriving far from home and you’re missing your favorite blankee. 

 The hotel/house provides towels, bed linens, etc.  It is important to recognize that towels are not in unlimited supply, so if 

you need one or ten or twenty for the house, rink, hair styling, bring them one and all.  Obviously your delicate skin needs 

dye and fragrance free detergent…doesn’t everyone’s?...so plan for your own needs accordingly. 

 Players should bring all necessary lotions, potions, deodorant, body sprays, soaps, moisturizers, toenail clippers, luffa 

sponges, mineral face wash, lip balm, energy scrub, eyebrow plucker, and any other associated toiletries to guarantee a 

sustainable clean stay.  Hair products should be kept to the bare essentials.  Clippers are banned.  Moisturizing creams will 

be made fun of.  Shaving products should be left home.  

 I will do my best to tidy up – players should do their best not to destroy.  Consumed, partially consumed, opened but never 

consumed water bottles – half eaten bags of chips – candy bar wrappers – forgotten single pop tarts – abandoned oreos – 

leftover pizza – unidentified scraps of some jerky product – gum – it is 100% OK to throw them out yourself before 

someone else must throw them out for you.   

 There is a washing machine and dryer in the house.  You could do laundry – you could also stick your face in a jet engine.  

Some things are just not wise choices. 

 We will spend some time in the hotel.  There is a pool, indoor-outdoor spa, indoor basketball facility.  Bring a bathing suit if 

you wish to show off your gigantic muscles…or a full body wetsuit if you don’t.  We will try to make use of the hotel. 

School – Education – Brain Activity: 

 BOOKS – HOMEWORK – ETC.  As this is a school trip – I will pay attention to such things as DOING SCHOOL WORK.  Bring 

your stuff and make no excuses for it not being done!  There is Wifi on the bus and in the house. 

Information for Parents (mostly…but for all if curious for my pithy comments): 

 Each parent is asked to supply the hose with food.  Suggestions include: water, Gatorade, chips, dips, crackers, sandwich 

stuff, cookies, etc. (*Note, there is no refrigeration on the bus.)  To help guide your decision making, the senior parents 

could send along breakfast items; the junior parents worry about snacks; the freshmen and sophomore parents could 

focus on drinks (cases of water & Gatorade).   

 The weather tends to be very cold with snow.  Cold is defined as 20 degrees with a blowing wind that makes it feel like your 

skin will freeze and your face will fall off.  Pack accordingly.  I will wear many many many many layers. 

 If you are a parent daring enough to travel to one of the most boring places on Earth, I provide the following info: 

i. Contact Matt Massari.  He is as close to a tourism expert on Jamestown, New York as an local you will 

encounter. 

ii. The rink website is: www.jamestownsavingsbankarena.com 

iii. There is absolutely nothing to do in Jamestown, NY.  Nothing.  Nothing at all.  Zero.  Like standing in 

your closet, at home, in the darkness for days!  Someone once asked if I was being dramatic in my 

description of this city that time forgot.  After days of counting the number of pages in the free hotel 

notepad just for fun, this person had his answer. Players have to stay with the team.  

 

Hotel and Travel Info: 



 Hotel:  Peek’ n Peak.  Address: 1405 Olde Road, Clymer, NY 14724;  (716) 355-4141 

 Travel:  Hagey Coach.   

 Chaperones/Coaches:  Mr. Abramson, Coach Whiteside, Coach Seravalli, Coach Soroka 

 


